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Presidents Corner — February 2010

Last week | was in Oklahoma visiting relatives. They had just endured 5 days without electricity due to a
winter ice storm. Because of early forecasts, they had prepared as much as possible by making sure they
had extra water, canned food, and fuel for their portable generator. This was a definite reminder that severe
weather affects our region in the winter as well as in the spring.

The SKYWARN participation by amateur radio operators is a public service which saves lives. We should
be proud of the efforts made by our club members in this program. The annual training provided by the
National Weather Service on February 9 can help us all recognize the hazards associated with severe
storms.

The CodeRED Weather Warning system is available to Grayson County residents in the path of severe
weather. This service is provided by the Grayson County Office of Emergency Management and the
Cities of Bells, Collinsville, Denison, Dorchester, Gunter, Howe, Knollwood, Pottshoro, Sadler, Sherman,
Southmayd, Tioga, Tom Bean, Van Alstyne, Whitesboro, and Whitewright.

You can sign-up all of your phones — cell, home, business — to receive alerts for any combination of severe
weather warnings at http://www.co.grayson.tx.us or call 903-813-4321 for assistance with enrollment.
Your contact information remains private. It is only used for severe weather alerts and other emergency
notifications.

David Compton
KcOehr


http://www.co.grayson.tx.us/

GCARC and Surrounding Area Event Calendar

Grayson County Amateur Radio Club (GCARC) Meeting

February 19, 2010 @ 19:30CST

Sherman Municipal Airport

1200 S. Dewey Ave

Sherman TX 75090

http://www.k5gcc.us

Program: "The Incident Command System" presented by Gregg Loyd, Training Captain for the
Sherman Fire Department.

Fannin County Amateur Radio Club (FCARC) Meeting / VE Test Session
February 20, 2010 @ 09:30CST for the FCARC Meeting.

February 20, 2010 @ 10:00CST for the VE Test Session.

Bonham VA Hospital, 1201 East 9th St., Bonham TX, 75418, Talk in 145.470 - offset no PL.
Topic: TBA

Informal breakfast - meeting before the meeting - at Cappy’s @ 07:30CST.

Contact: Roger Ashcroft, President

http://www.k5frc.org

To All CERT [*“Community Emergency Response Team”] ALPHA and BRAVO

Members
February 27, 2010

Sarah E. Somers
Emergency Management Coordinator

| am requesting that all Alpha and Bravo Team Members reply to our Volunteer Coordinator, Jessie Liles,
by email to: grayson_county volunteer_coordinator@hotmail.com to advise of your availability to
participate in a drill/lcommunity education campaign scheduled for Saturday, February 27, 2010.
There are two opportunities for service:
1) For any period of time beginning at 12:30 p.m. and ending at 4:30 p.m., helping to man the telephone
bank in the EOC to assist with telephone enrollments in the CodeRED system (requires answering the
telephone and using a computer for entry of data into the online entry form); or
2) Participation in a door-to-door drill. We need to practice/drill on an activity that requires CERT to go
door-to-door. (This will help in the future in the event of catastrophic disaster impacting communications,
water supplies, power, etc., for an extended period of time requiring welfare checks of large areas of the
County.) We will use this drill activity to help blanket a small area of the County with information
designed to help residents avail themselves of the CodeRED service at the same time an CodeRED ALL
CALL has been issued to the County reminding them to sign up. CERT sub-teams of Alpha and Bravo will
be given public information for distribution and directed to preplanned areas within, and a small area
outside, the Tom Bean city limits. The door-to-door activity will begin at approximately 1 PM but CERT
members will be required to report for duty at 12:30 PM. You will then be organized into groups and,
assisted in communications by our Grayson County Amateur Radio Club CERT members, begin to cover
the area going door-to-door. All drill activity will conclude at no later than 4:30 PM. If you are available,
you will be given more specific information related to:

1) appropriate attire; 2) communications; 3) credentialing; 4) vehicle door signs for identification;

5) your specific duty area; 6) public education information for distribution;

6) full CERT drill organization and assignments; and 7) where to report for duty that day.
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ATTEND ANY OTHER MEETINGS TO PARTICIPATE. YOU SIMPLY
NEED TO RESPOND ADVISING OF YOUR AVAILABILITY AND PREFERENCE FOR DUTY. This
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drill activity simply requires that you be available for duty between 12:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. on Saturday,
February 27, 2010.

There are organizational meetings for drill planning for certain CERT members who will be providing drill
organizational and planning support but those meetings are for requested team members only. The only
time requirement to participate in this drill is on Saturday, February 27, 2010.

This kind of drill activity is so important to help keep CERT members familiar with ICS organizational
concepts and the rules of activations. | hope everyone can participate.

If we do not hear from you by email, a group of team members will be making personal telephone calls so
if you aren’t available that Saturday shoot us an email now so that we won’t bother you! J

One last word: we will be analyzing our response from members to this request made by email to ascertain
our organizational capacities by email for slow moving events. We would appreciate an email reply to both
of usif itis at all possible.

Regards,

Sarah E. Somers

Emergency Management Coordinator
Grayson County

100 W. Houston, Sherman , TX 75090
Office 903.813.4217

Fax 903.893.5207

BB 903.814.7866

EOC 24/7 903-818-7694

McKinney Amateur Radio Club (MARC) Meeting
March 09, 2010 @ 19:00CST http://www.mckinneyarc.org

8th Annual IARC Hamfest

March 13, 2010

Irving Amateur Radio Club

Talk-In: 146.72/12 (PL 110.9)

http://www.irvingarc.org

Betcha Bingo Hall #1

2420 West Irving Blvd #125, Irving Texas 75060

Contact: Coleta M. Taylor, KD5QFH, 107 East 7" Street, Irving Texas 75060 972-579-9089 coleta.mt@verizon.net

Dallas Chapter of the Quarter Century Wireless Association, Dallas Chapter #41
March 13, 2010

Midway Pointe Restaurant, S-W corner of Loop 1-635 and Midway Roads in Dallas.

Featured Program: TBA

For additional details, please contact: Steve Brodie, K5Z2YZ, 903-786-4064, 903-818-0234 (cell)

Amateur Radio Club of Parker County Hamfest

March 27, 2010

Amateur Radio Club of Parker County

Talk-In: 147.040 (PL 110.9)

http://www.w5pc.org/hamfest

Couts United Methodist Church, Weatherford, TX

Contact: Ken Stout, KES5QBZ, 1420 Becky Drive, Aledo Texas 76008 817-822-5899 ken_stout66@yahoo.com
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Grayson County Amateur Radio Club (GCARC) VE Test Session

April 01, 2010 @ 19:30CST (First Thursday of every EVEN month — Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec)
Sherman Municipal Airport

1200 S. Dewey Ave

Sherman TX 75090

VE Testing sponsored by the Grayson County Amateur
Radio Club takes place the first Thursday of every
EVEN numbered month (e.g. Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct,
& Dec.) Testing will take place at the Sherman
Municipal Airport, 19:30 hours. Testing fee for 2010
will remain $15.00 for one try of any or all elements.
Retests of any failed element will require another
$15.00 fee and is at the exclusive discretion of the VE
team.

If testing, you must show a picture ID issued by a governmental agency. Other ID (such as a school picture
ID) will be at the discretion of the VE team.

If testing, you must show a picture ID issued by a governmental agency. Other ID (such as a school picture
ID) will be at the discretion of the VE team. For young children a parent’s ID and some school record of
the student may be accepted. In this circumstance please contact me in advance if possible. For upgrades,
please bring your original license. For paper upgrades (i.e. old Tech or Tech Plus claiming code credit)
bring a copy of your old license you are using to claim credit. We have no copy machines at the testing
facility.

Any other questions about testing please feel free to contact Moe Knight — NT7C — or anyone on the VE
Team. You may call Moe at 903-815-0342.

There are no new classes scheduled at this moment. We are planning the next Technician License class
right after the NWS SkyWarn training class (Maybe February?). | am working on a new class for
upgrading from Technician to General. If you would be interested in this class please let me know. It will
probably be held right after the Tech class. Please let me know if you are interested.

Grayson County Amateur Radio Club (GCARC) Meeting
March 19, 2010 @ 19:30CST

Sherman Municipal Airport

1200 S. Dewey Ave

Sherman TX 75090

http://www.k5gcc.us

Program: TBA
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Amateur Radio News Around the County

Red Cross HQ will now operate as NSARC

Dallas Area American Red Cross Radio Club, NSARC [Club]
705 Summer Place
Murphy, TX 75094

Brad Wagoner

Dallas Area Chapter
WagonerB@usa.redcross.org
571-299-9535 (ARC/NSC/DST Cell)
214-766-5057 (Personal Cell)

Sunspot Propagation de K7RA

As soon as sunspot 1041 went over the horizon at the end of January, sunspot 1043 emerged, high in our
Sun's northern hemisphere. Average daily sunspot number this week fell over 13 points to 14.6,

and average daily solar flux declined nearly 7 points to 75. Geomagnetic activity was up, and the average
daily planetary A index rose 2 points to 5.1.

Average daily sunspot number for January was 21.3, and the 3-month trailing average, centered on
December, was approximately 15.2. Like last month, the average for the month greater than the 3-month
average centered on the previous month is a good trend.

The difference between the monthly average sunspot number and the trailing 3-month average has been
positive since September. The difference for November, December and January was 0.6, 5.5 and 6.2.
For 2009, the 3-month average centered on January through December resolved to two digits beyond the
decimal point was 2.19, 2.02, 1.49, 2.01, 4.23,5.2, 4, 4, 4.64, 7.1, 10.16 and 15.15.

Predicted planetary A index for February 5-9 is 5, 10, 12, 12 and 5. Predicted solar flux for those same
days is 80, 82, 85, 88 and 90. Geophysical Institute Prague sees quiet conditions February 5,

active February 6, quiet to unsettled February 7, quiet February 8, active February 9, quiet to unsettled
February 10-11.

New Club for Morse Code Enthusiasts
Henri de Wet, N5SKA

A new club has been formed among Amateur Radio operators who are Morse Code (CW) enthusiasts. It is
called The CW Operators Club (CWops). CWops encourages the use of CW in Amateur communications,
and it promotes goodwill among Amateurs around the world by planned CW activities.

CWops is international in scope, membership and management. Its focus is the use of CW, whether for
contesting, DXing or ragchewing. Moreover, it promotes every form of sending -- if it's CW, CWops
supports it!

For further information, go to http://www.cwops.org . There you will find everything that you might want
to know about CWops, including our bylaws and articles of incorporation, our planned activities, an
explanation of how to become a member, and a list of current members.



http://www.cwops.org/

From the Desk of your P10 -
The role of the P10 is usually to provide information from within the ham community to the rest of the

doesn’t impact us as hams, but there may be other activities we are involved in as a result of our ham
background where this information is relevant.

Effective 12 June 2010 the use of any wireless microphone in the frequency range of 698 MHz to 806 MHz
must cease. This includes ALL uses whether licensed under part 74 or not. It is very common for wireless
microphones in this frequency range to be utilized by schools, churches, theaters, theme parks, conference
centers, and musicians. There is no provision for a waiver, license or special authorization for continued
use after that date.

It has been publicized that this frequency range will be turned over to Public Safety and 4G wireless
devices for consumers (read that as new cell phone and other subscription services) on the one year
anniversary of nationwide Digital TV service. In specific cases, the wireless microphones may need to
discontinue use earlier if a licensee begins testing of equipment or notifies the FCC of intent to start testing.
In these cases use must stop within 60 days of such notification. The FCC reminds everyone that violation
of its rules can lead to significant monetary forfeitures (fines) and criminal prosecution. When it comes to
Public Safety, radio interference can have devastating consequences.

Speak to your local church or school about their sound equipment. There may be nobody at that
organization that would receive the notice they needed to discontinue use. You may check here
www.fcc.gov/cgb/wirelessmicrophones

Buy- Sell-Trade Net 11/08/2009

FS - Yaesu FT-250r Hand Held w/desktop charger, 1400maH battery.
Contact: Dwain, NOWDH, 580-847-2585

FS — Unadilla KW-17 Reyco 17 meter coils. Add 17 meters to your existing wire dipole or aluminum
tubing antenna ( http://www.unadilla.com/?cat=6 ). Contact: James, KI5DQ, 903-891-1701.

FS — Kenwood TS-450, with MARS maodification, (from the estate of Bill (SOUP) Campbell) mobile mike
and desk mike (needs a new cable). Asking price is $500, negotiable, even with time payments.
Contact: : Steve Brodie, K5ZYZ, 903-786-4064, 903-818-0234 (cell)

FS — N5TPO has your electronic hardware needs. He has hose clamps, cable ties, alligator clips, terminal
blocks and other assorted hardware. N5TPO, Gordon 903-868-0479

FS — Rohn 25G - 70’ tower for sale, located by Pottsboro Texas. This tower is still standing and will have
to be taken down by the purchaser.
Contact: Jim Speers at jspeers@se.edu for details.
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Nets:

Fannin County Amateur Radio

Weekly Net

Every Tuesday @ 21:00CST on the 145.470-
repeater.

This is an informal information net.

Ladies Net — every Thursday

Ladies Net every Thursday @ 20:00CST on the
147.000+ (100.0 PL) repeater.

Linda, KE5YUC Net Control Operator.

Grayson County ARES Net

2nd/4th Sundays @ 21:00CST on the 147.000+
(100.0 PL) repeater.

This is a directed information net. Wilmer
Kinsey, WB5DCU, Net control

McKinney ARES Net
2nd Sunday @ 2100CST on the 146.740
repeater.

Grayson County Repeaters

Primary — 147.000+ MHz w/100HZ CTSS PL
Secondary A — 147.080+ MHz w/100HZ PL
Secondary B — 146.520 MHz

444.750 MHz w/ 100Hz PL

Durant Oklahoma Repeaters
147.390+ MHz w/118.8PL

147.255+ MHz w/118.8PL

Van Alstyne TX

443.800+ MHz w/141.3PL

Gainesville TX Repeater

147.340+ MHz w/100.0PL

Bonham TX Repeater

145.470- MHz

McKinney TX Repeater
146.740-MHz w/110.9PL
Rosston TX

145.490-MHz w/84.5PL

McKinney Info Net
Each Sunday @ 2000CST on the 146.740-
repeater with Mike N5BQZ as net manager

McKinney 6 meter AM Net
Each Wednesday @ 22:00CST on 50.400MHz

GCARC Treasury Report
Bank Statement of 02/09/2010

Starting Acct. $1,157.23
Deposits $238.00
Expenses $0

Account Balance of 11/15/2009 $1,457.23
NOTES:

Deposits:
$238.00 ‘2010 dues

Expenses:
$0
Updated 02/09/2010

Jerry Bylander, KESGPH
GCARC Treasurer



Grayson County RACES and ARES

Wilmer Kinsey,WB5DCU
EC Grayson County

2010 Skywarn Training

Warning meteorologist Eric Martello from the Fort
Worth/Dallas NWS office presented the annual SKYWARN
Training for Grayson County on February 9, 2010 at Grayson
County College in the Center for Work Place Learning
auditorium. My count on the number of amateur radio operators
attending was about 23, with total attendance at 85.

If you didn’t have an opportunity to attend this session or you
are interested in one of the Saturday sessions which has the
advanced training in the second half of the day please go to the
Fort Worth/Dallas NWS web site:
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd and click on the SKYWARN logo
at the bottom of the page. This will bring up the complete 2010
SKYWARN training schedule.

SKYWARN NETS

I try to keep up with what is happening with the weather and what we might expect in North Texas. | start
the process several days before we are expecting a severe or significant weather event in our area. | watch
the local news media outlets to see what they are forecasting , | look at the Storm Prediction Centers web
page (http://www.spc.noaa.gov ), the Norman Oklahoma Weather Service Office web
page(http://www.srh.noaa.gov/oun ) and the Fort Worth-Dallas NWS office web
page(http://www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd ). I, along with others receive daily updates on impending severe
weather from the Fort Worth-Dallas NWS office.

The closer the severe weather event gets to us the closer attention | pay to what it is doing and what is
forecast for our county. | have two primary radar sites on internet I use, one is the NWS RIDGE radar
available on the Fort Worth-Dallas NWS office web site and the other is WEATHER
TAP(http://www.weathertap.com/), which is a subscription radar site. Each site has features that are a great
help to us, the NWS site shows land marks, rivers, highways and also shows the warning boxes for
tornados and severe thunderstorms. The WEATHER TAP web site has a feature called “RADAR LAB”
that will not only show you the NEXRAD radar, but the track of the storms, weather advisories, watches
and warnings.

These are some of the tools that I use to keep up with what’s going on with the weather. Of course we also
monitor SKYWARN nets in adjoining counties to find out what sort of weather they are having and what
their spotters are seeing and experiencing. Counties directly west of us, Cooke and Montague, use the
volunteer fire departments for spotting and Mac, KSQAM usually monitors them and passes that
information along to our net.

We may or may not call up a formal SKYWARN net. We will usually run as a informal net for a while,
then if we see that the severe weather is heading towards or nearing our county we will open the EOC and
roll over into a formal net. If we are using the call sign WC5GC you can be assured that we are at the EOC
and have a formal net in session. Please do not hesitate to check in, even if you have nothing to report at
that time. Check in and stay on standby until you have weather to report or you are given an assignment.
Mobiles tracking a storm have reporting priority as well as the stationary
spotters that are within the area of the severe weather event. PLEASE ALWAYS GIVE YOUR
REPORTING LOCATION each time you give a report on the weather event to the Net Control Station.

As of January 5, 2010, the criteria for a Severe Thunderstorm Warning is 1 inch hail (the size of
quarters) and/or 58 mph wind. Previously the criteria was 3/4 inch (penny size) hail and/or 58 mph winds.

Please review all of the STORM SPOTTING safety rules and remember at all times that your safety is the
NUMBER ONE priority. Check your ready bag and make sure all of your equipment is ready to go!!
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GRAYSON COUNTY ARES NETS
Remember that our ARES Nets are on the 229 and 4™ Sunday nights of each month at 9:00PM.
Next Net is 2/28/09

SHERMAN WARNING SIREN TEST NET

The next warning siren test will be on Wednesday March 3, 2010 at 9:00AM. The net will be called up at
8:40AM from the Sherman EOC using the EOC call WC5GC. The Net Control Operators will either be
Johnnie, KD5NIC or Wilmer, WB5DCU. If the test is canceled all stations will be notified at this time. |
will send out a roster each month prior to the test to all participants who have e-mail capability listing the
station calls and siren humbers.

We are in need of more volunteers to monitor the sirens or as back-ups for the folks that are assigned a
siren. This exercise takes approximately 45 minutes to complete. You DO NOT have to live in Sherman to
participate._If anyone would like to volunteer to monitor one of the sirens the first Wednesday of each
month at 9:00AM give me a call.

If you have any questions about the siren test net or if you can not participate please give me a call on the
radio or on the phone, the phone numbers are at the bottom of the article.

Anyway the warning siren net is going very well. Keep up the good work!!!!

GRAYSON COUNTY LEPC
The Grayson County Local Emergency Planning Committee meets the first Thursday of each month at
8:00AM at the
Grayson County Courthouse, Second Floor, Assembly Room. This meeting is open to the public.
http://www.co.grayson.tx.us/EM/lepc.htm

EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS for EVENTS
Please make sure that I have your correct email address and if you change make sure you pass the new
address along to me. | am going to be using email more often to inform or remind everyone about events
that we will be participating in or to just pass along information that | think might be of interest to all.

ARES MAGNETIC DOOR SIGNS
| ordered more magnetic ARES/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT door signs and like everything else
they have gone up in price. | ordered 20 sets and the cost per set (2) is $10.00. Call me or e-mail me if you
need a set.

WHEN TO DISPLAY ARES MAGNETIC DOOR SIGNS
Always display your ARES magnetic door signs when you are storm spotting. Most Public Service
and/or law enforcement officers in Grayson County will recognize them and will know what you are doing
when storm spotting, especially at night time. DO NOT leave them on your vehicle all of the time!!

Whenever we provide communications for public service events or other events you will be ask to display
them so all event officials and participants will recognize who you are and what you are doing.

When participating in any events or storm spotting make sure you wear your ARES picture ID badge.
Always have your RACES picture 1D badge along with you in case an emergency is declared by a public
official. Should that happen we will immediately roll over into a RACES net.

If you need magnetic door signs or ID badges please read the respective paragraphs below.

SKYWARN Window Stickers
I now have vinyl SKYWARN stickers, they are $1.50 each. We can’t seem to find any of the free ones any
more!

TECA PATCHES
| also have a supply of Texoma Emergency Communications Association patches. They are$2.00 each.

Grayson County ARES/RACES
If you need to fill out a ARES/RACES application please contact me or go to the website “AMATEUR
RADIO in GRAYSON. Click on “ARES”, look at the lower right hand corner and you should see the
“Amateur Radio Emergency Service” and “Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service” forms. They are .pdf
files, just download, fill them out and return them to me.
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All of the information is confidential and will not be made public. The forms will be kept in a secure
location. If | don’t have a digital picture of you on file I will be glad to take one, just let me know. RACES
will only be activated if a disaster is declared by a government entity or upon request of the local
Emergency Management Directors. David Woods, W5COP or myself, WB5DCU are the local RACES
contacts.

Want to join ARES or RACES? Need an ARES badge? | can also take digital pictures for your badges.
Please contact me.

| appreciate each and every ones hard work and dedication to ARES, SKYWARN and Public Service in
Grayson County.

Wilmer O. Kinsey - WB5DCU
EC Grayson County

350 Mitchell Road

Sherman, TX 75090-3223
Home - 903-893-5872

Cell — 903-271-3557

E-mail: wh5dcul@verizon.net

2/12/2010

Meeting Minutes 15 January 2010 Meeting
Call to order by David Compton- KCOEHR- 19:32 hrs
Introductions were made and Roll Sheet passed around ( 22 members 3 guests)

Previous meeting minutes were approved as published in newsletter.
Treasurer’s report approved as published.

Old Business
IRS tax exempt status still process, Wilmer Kinsey -W5DCU- will update as this moves along.

New Business
Announcements were made:

e Skywarn training Tuesday 2/9/10 @GCC Workplace Learning Center

e  Our March 19th meeting will be held at the assembly room Grayson County courthouse 2nd floor
for the purpose of reviewing the Emergency center.

e  February meeting Johnnie Jaresh —-KD5NIC- will present and Incident Command System
overview.

Presentations, two programs were presented:

e Special Event Stations by Bob Robertson -NJ5A. As result of this informative session the Club
determined to prepare and promote two events, and Eisenhower Birthday and Katy Depot
Celebration.

e Antenna Construction Techniques was presented by Jim Hunt-KI15DQ. Discussion of the design
and construction process using tubing, coil building , fasteners and tower climbing .

Next meeting is 19 February 2010.
Meeting Adjourned 20:40 hrs

Respectfully submitted,
Rick Simmons-K5ECX- Secretary



2010 Grayson County Amateur Radio Club Dues Form:
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Yourself:

First Name Last Name Call Sign Class Held
Street Address City State Zip Code
Ten digit Telephone Number E-mail address ARRL Y/N

Additional family members:

First Name Last Name Call Sign Class Held
First Name Last Name Call Sign Class Held
First Name Last Name Call Sign Class Held
First Name Last Name Call Sign Class Held

One person individual dues @ $12 per family
Family membership dues @ $18 per family
Additional family members without additional expense — just fill in another sheet.

Please print this form, fill in and make checks payable to GCARC and bring to a club meeting.

The Grayson County Amateur Radio Club is planning on printing a membership roster. If you want any of
the above information withheld from the roster — please place an “X” next to the information you want
withheld. By default, all e-mail addresses will be kept private unless you check here: ().

If you can not make the meeting soon, please mail to:

Grayson County Amateur Radio Club

C/O: Jerry Bylander, KESGPH

1501 Ridgeway Drive
Sherman Texas 75092-3211
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